BOOK III

THE REAL NATURE OF JEWISH
RELIGIOUS LIFE IN PALESTINE

CHAPTER I

THE MAIN CURRENTS OF ORTHODOX RELIGION:
THE SADDUCEES, THE PHARISEES AND THE ZEALOTS

DOCUMENTS cannot always be translated into terms of
real life, because they cannot make clear to us the true
importance and the extent of the influence of the facts which
they contain. The task of setting these facts in their true
perspective is often exceedingly difficult, and it is even more
difficult to get the various perspectives properly related to each
other. Moreover, the period of Jewish life just before the
Christian era was undoubtedly one of complexity and con-
fusion, containing cross-currents which cannot be brought within
a single definition and which no general formula will cover.
All we can do is to attempt a brief analysis of the period, point-
ing out its main tendencies and noting its characteristic
manifestations in their most obvious forms.

Even such a general account, however, must not be too
rigidly systematized, or forced into over-precise categories.
There is good reason to fear that the sharp outlines of Josephus'
descriptions were by no means warranted by the reality. For
example, when he tries to assist the imagination of his Greek
and Roman readers by likening the Sadducees to the Epicureans,
the Pharisees to the Stoics, and the Essenes to the Pythagoreans,
he is guilty of exaggeration or even invention. There is a
further danger of using certain superficially arresting words in
too rigid a sense. The term Pharisee is of little value as a
description, for there were various types of Pharisees.

There is no doubt that in its approach to all the problems
set by public, religious and moral life, Israel was at this time
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